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The South Dakota Department of Social
Services’ Division of Child Care
provides oversight, technical assistance
and support in promoting safe, healthy
and caring environments for children
through licensing, registration and
quality improvement activities.

Health and Safety Standards

Minimum health and safety regulations
are required to reduce risk factors and
promote the well-being of children in
the child care setting. These regulations
serve as building blocks for the
establishment of a quality program and
address the following areas:

« Staff Training

« Staff Qualifications
* Child guidance and supervision
* Nutritious meals and snacks

* Types of program activities

* Health practices

* Fire and life safety features

South Dakota law defines the following
types of child care programs registered
and licensed in the state:

Reqistered Family Day Care
The care of 12 or fewer children in the

provider’s own home. Registration is
voluntary.

Licensed Group Family Day Care
The care of 13 to 20 children in the home

or other type of facility.

Licensed Day Care Center
The care of 21 or more children.

Licensed Before & After School Program
The care of 13 or more school-aged

children.

Llcensed and registered programs may
be eligible for public funding (Child and
Adult Food Program, Child Care
Assistance Program, etc).

By law, licensure is mandatory when care
is provided to 13 or more children,
regardless of the age of the children and
regardless if care is in a home or separate
facility.

If you have a concern about the care of
your child or would like more
information regarding child care
regulation, you should contact your local
Child Care Services office. Contact
informaton can be found on the back of
this brochure.

Visit www.dss.sd.gov/childcare then
click on “Search for Child Care” on
the right side of the page to search for
registered and licensed child care
providers by type, name, city and zip
code.

Openings by age of child, days and
hours of operation, e-mail and web
addresses are available.

In addition, individual provider
information can be saved and/or
downloaded to make the task of
searching for child care easier.



