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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

MEDICAL SERVICES

700 Governors Drive

Pierre, South Dakota 57501-2291

(605) 773-3495

Fax:  (605) 773-5246

Medicaid@dss.state.sd.us

November 8, 2005
RE:  Medicare Part D – Drug Coverage

Dear South Dakota Medicaid Recipient:

This letter is to inform you that, because of your dual eligibility for both Medicare and Medicaid, your drug coverage will be changing effective January 1, 2006.  Medicaid currently covers the majority of your prescription drug costs, but this responsibility will shift to Medicare on the first of the year.  

Medicare has automatically enrolled you into a Medicare Prescription Drug Plan that has no monthly premium, yearly deductible, or coverage gaps.  You may be required to pay a co-payment of $1 to $5 for each prescription you receive.  You will receive information from Medicare that identifies the drug plan you have been enrolled in and information explaining how to contact your new drug plan if you have any questions about your coverage. 
You do have an option to choose a different plan than the one you have been automatically enrolled.  You may need to change plans in order to meet your personal prescription drug needs.  

It is very important that you pay close attention to any information you receive concerning this change in your drug coverage.  You will need to present information concerning your new drug plan to your pharmacy as soon as possible.  On January 1, 2006, Medicaid will no longer pay for your prescription drugs.  

· If you have questions regarding the drug plan that you have been enrolled in contact MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227). 
· If you have questions regarding the type of drug coverage that is available through your plan contact your new carrier at the number identified on your notice from Medicare. 
· If you have questions and need health insurance counseling please call  Senior Health Information and Insurance Education (SHIINE) at 1-800-536-8197. 
Sincerely,

Larry Iversen, Director


