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EMERGENCY COMMITMENT 

(Option #1) 

LAW ENFORCEMENT HOLD 

In a crisis, law enforcement may be 

contacted to immediately take the person 

into protective custody without a warrant 

for detention for a Qualified Mental Health 

Professional (QMHP) exam. 

                         27A-10-3 

Law enforcement must give the person his 

rights both orally and in writing. 

                         27A-10-5 

QMHP EXAM: 

Examiner must advise the person of the 

nature and purpose of the exam including 

the fact that it is being performed to 

determine whether custody should 

continue and that the exam may be used as 

evidence in an involuntary commitment 

hearing. 

                        27A-10-6 

Examiner contacts Chair of Board of 

Mental Illness and gives verbal report of 

his examination and completes written 

form. 

                         27A-10-6 

Petition for Emergency Hospitalization 

must be completed by person with 

personal knowledge of behavior. 

                       27A-10-1 

Board Chair Notifies the Mental Health 

Center (MHC) of the emergency 

apprehension. 
    

Board Chair signs Emergency Order for Detention 

and Notice of Hearing (duplicate originals may be 

utilized; one for filing and one for treating 

facility). 

    

If the exam does not support the criteria for 

involuntary commitment (27A-1-2), the 

person must be released by the Chair. 
                                       27A-10-7 

If the exam and "an investigation of the petition" 

support the criteria for involuntary commitment 

(27A-1-2), the Chair may order continuing 

detention and transport to an appropriate regional 

facility. 

                                      27A-10-7 


