
Behavioral Health Advisory Council  
Pierre, South Dakota 

November 19, 2015 

Advisory Council Members Present:  

 

 

     

 

 

 

Advisory Council Members Absent: 
       

 

Division of Behavioral Health Staff 
Present: 

Minutes: 

I. Call to Order 
November 19, 2015 the Behavioral Health Advisory Council meeting was called to order. 
 

II. Review and Approval of Meeting Minutes 
Amy Iversen-Pollreisz requested the Council’s review of the August 2015 meeting minutes.  A 
proposed spelling change under the Juvenile Justice Reinvestment Initiative was noted.  
 

III. New Members  
Tiffany Wolfgang provided an overview of vacant positions, designations and member terms. 
 
Vacant Positions: 

• A certified or licensed substance abuse provider who provides direct services at a 
community agency (not a center director). An interested person was submitted to the 
Governor for his consideration on October 21st.  

• A family member of a child with SED with a preference for a family member 
representing a child between the ages of 5 and 12. 

• Tiffany Butler has moved from prevention services to residential services at Carroll 
Institute. Tiffany’s position is “Representative of an accredited prevention provider.” An 
interested person was submitted to the Governor for his consideration on October 21st. 
Tiffany will serve on the council until a replacement is announced.  

 
Designee Announcement: 

• Rhonda Baade has been announced as Dr. William Carr’s designee. Dr. Carr’s position 
is “Director of the Behavioral Health Services for the Great Plains Region Indian Health 
Services or designee.”  

 

Amy Iversen-Pollreisz 
Ann Larsen 
Doug Herrmann 
Bernie Grimme 
Lorraine Polak 
Nancy Allard 
Dianna Marshall 
Susan Kornder 
Belinda Nelson 
Katherine Jaeger 

Susan Sandgren 
Sheila Weber 
Lois Knoke 
Roseanne Peterson-Olson 
Ellen Washenberger 
Sara Weishaar 
Daniele Dosch 
Phyllis Arends 
Jacksyn Bakeberg 
Tiffany Butler 
Jayne Parsons 

Rhonda Baade 
LeLewis Gipp 

Kori Kromminga 
Jane York 

Tiffany Wolfgang 
Jennifer Humphrey 

Stacy Bruels 
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Member Terms – Expiring October 30, 2015:  
Members interested in serving another term were submitted to the Governor for his 
consideration on October 21st. 

• Kori Kromminga 
• Belinda Nelson 
• Roseann Peterson-Olson 
• Ellen Washenberger 
• Sara Weishaar 
 

Tiffany requested the Council assist in seeking potential interested persons for the open family 
position. Council members were asked to email Jennifer Humphrey with names and contact 
information. The Division of Behavioral Health will collect names and submit them to the 
Governor’s Office for consideration. 

IV. Human Services Center (HSC)  
Amy Iversen-Pollreisz provided an update on HSC. The search for an administrator for HSC 
continues. While several potential candidates have been interviewed, it has been challenging 
to find someone with the qualifications and experience needed. Due to this, HSC is contracting 
with a company that provides temporary management services in the area of behavioral 
health, specifically to inpatient facilities. This company will provide an interim administrator and 
assist in the search for a permanent administrator.  
 
There has been a change with the Clinical Director position at HSC. The previous person left 
HSC to pursue another opportunity so Jeremy Johnson is now in that role. Jeremy has been 
with HSC for many years, most recently as the Geriatric Program Director.  
 
HSC is currently conducting a nationwide search for psychiatrists due to recent vacancies. 
HSC, like many other similar facilities across the nation, is experiencing challenges in 
recruiting psychiatrists due to the shortage of psychiatrists. HSC is currently using local 
psychiatric support to ensure the availability of these services. 

 
HSC hosted a job fair on campus in September as a method of recruiting direct care staff. Due 
to the success of the event, future job fairs will be held at HSC. 
  
HSC is looking to improve services by training staff on the following evidence based practices; 
Motivational Interviewing and Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT). The Linehan Institute will be  
providing DBT training to South Dakota under the agreement of 3 community mental health 
centers; Southeastern Behavioral Health Care, Lewis and Clark Behavioral Health Care and 
Behavior Management Systems. In addition 2 teams from HSC will be trained along with 3 
teams from the Correctional Behavioral Health program.  
 
A question was raised about the recent media attention on forensic evaluations. While HSC is 
not statutorily required to conduct forensic evaluations, they have historically conducted three 
evaluations per month. HSC does not have the capacity to do more than three evaluations per 
month. Council members discussed this topic, including the importance of not criminalizing 
mental illness. 

 
Behavioral Health System Update 
Fiscal Reports  
Stacy Bruels provided an overview of the first quarter report for FY2016 regarding the amount 
expended for contract and Medicaid services by service area.   
 
Data & Outcomes Workgroup 
Tiffany Wolfgang announced that the workgroup reviewed all data & outcomes collected 
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across the behavioral health system and a list of core measures have been developed for both 
substance use and mental health services. The next meeting will discuss requirements of the 
Block Grant and what, on a clinical level, would be meaningful data that is universal. The intent 
is to develop a uniform data set that will enable the DBH staff to monitor outcomes for all 
behavioral health services.   
 
Mental Health Diagnosis Data 
Tiffany Wolfgang shared a draft compilation of Fiscal Year 2015 diagnostic information for 
adult and adolescent clients served by community mental health centers.   
 
Tiffany requested that the Council contact Travis Hallock at 605-773-3123 
or Travis.Hallock@state.sd.us with any recommended changes to the provided draft 
document.  
 
Substance Abuse Treatment Data 
Tiffany Wolfgang shared an updated draft compilation of the following substance abuse 
treatment data: 

• Employment at Admission and Discharge - This data is a compilation of FY 2013-2015 
and reports on individuals 16 years of age and older. Clients identified as employed are 
considered to be working full time or part time at the time of admission or discharge. 

• Reason for Discharge – This data describes the number of publically funded (contract 
and/or Medicaid) clients who received substance abuse services during FY 2013-2015 
and the reason services were discontinued.   

• Substance Use Disorders Primary Diagnosis – This data is diagnostic information for 
substance use disorders for inmates who were assessed upon entry into the state 
correctional setting, and community clients who received services funded by the 
Division of Behavioral Health in a community setting. The data was collected from 
STARS and the prison system during FY2011 through FY2015 and will be monitored 
quarterly and reported yearly.  

 
Tiffany requested that the Council contact Travis Hallock at 605-773-3123 
or Travis.Hallock@state.sd.us with any recommended changes to the provided draft 
document.  
 
Mental Health Support Program  
Tiffany Wolfgang shared a draft of the Mental Health Support Program Guidelines. The 
guidelines have been revised in order to assist mental health providers in determining what 
services may be supported under the program. The guidelines will be shared with all 
community mental health centers once finalized.  

Tiffany requested that the Council contact Jennifer Humphrey at 605-773-3123 
or Jennifer.Humphrey@state.sd.us with any recommended changes to the provided draft 
document.  

Juvenile Justice Reinvestment Initiative (JJRI)  
Tiffany Wolfgang announced that the Request for Proposals (RFPs) for Functional Family 
Therapy have been submitted to the Division of Behavioral Health. The Western Interstate 
Commission for Higher Education will be conducting the scoring and it is hopeful that award 
announcements will be made in December.  
 
Criminal Justice Initiative 
Tiffany Wolfgang announced that it has been 2 years since the implementation of this program 
and several different data elements have been shared with the workgroup. It may be too early 
to determine recidivism, but with pre and post-test information which predicts outcomes, the 
report coming back are positive of the client’s perspective.   
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Administrative Rules of South Dakota (ARSD) Workgroup 
Tiffany Wolfgang announced that the third ARSD Workgroup meeting was held October 29, 
2015. The proposed rule changes were discussed by stakeholders and finalized. Moving 
forward, the final rule changes will be enacted as planned. These changes will not change how 
services are provided in South Dakota.  

 
2014 Behavioral Health Barometers Report 
Tiffany Wolfgang shared a copy of the 2014 Behavioral Health Barometers Report that is 
distributed by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. The report 
can be found at: http://store.samhsa.gov/shin/content/SMA15-4895/BHBarometer-SD.pdf 
 
Tiffany requested that the Council contact Jennifer Humphrey at 605-773-3123 
or Jennifer.Humphrey@state.sd.us if you would like a copy of the report.  

Upcoming Trainings 
 Tiffany Wolfgang announced the following upcoming trainings: 

• Native American Curriculum sponsored through the Addiction Technology Transfer 
Center and the Division of Behavioral Health:  

o April 26-28, 2016 in Rapid City; 
o May 24-26, 2016 in Sioux Falls. 

 
First Episode Psychosis  
In FY14, SAMHSA required each state to set aside 5 percent of their Mental Health Block 
Grant allocation to support evidence-based programs that address the needs of individuals 
with early serious mental illness, including psychotic episode. The DBH is working with 
Southeastern Behavioral Health Care in the establishment of a pilot program. Staff have been 
trained in the following evidence based programs; Wellness Recovery Action Plan and 
OnTrack New York. Since staff training and the development of program requirements, the 
focus has now been on service delivery and outreach services.  
 
Workforce Development 
Tiffany Wolfgang announced that preliminary discussions have been had in regard to 
determining next steps in the area of workforce development. A survey of agencies is 
expected to take place in order for the DBH to determine their needs.  
 
IMPACT Program 
Tiffany Wolfgang announced that Northeastern Mental Health Center recently had their fidelity 
review and initial reports indicated that it went very well.  
 
Medicaid Expansion 
Tiffany Wolfgang shared that the State is exploring Medicaid expansion and has requested 
that the federal government reimburse Indian Health Services at 100% federal funding, which 
will provide the necessary funding for the newly Medicaid eligible population. There is a 
Coalition looking at this along with a subcommittee that is exploring Medicaid expansion 
related to behavioral health services.   
 

V. Future Meetings 
The next Council meeting will be held on Thursday, March 17, 2016 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. (CST).   
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Future presentation requests and agenda items should be directed to Jennifer Humphrey. 
 

VI. Adjourn 
Meeting was adjourned.   
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