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Executive Proclamation
State of South Dakota
Office of the Governor

Whereas, strong families are the cornerstone of South Dakota. Strong, resilient, and healthy families lead to
greater success and heightened quality of life for all South Dakotans. Government’s role is to promote policies
that support families and give them the opportunity to thrive; and,

Whereas, tragically, instead of love and support from their families, some of our youth experience fear, pain,
and uncertainty; and,

Whereas, child abuse and neglect hold the potential for inflicting deep psychological, emotional, spiritual, and
physical wounds that can last all throughout a child's life, including into adulthood; and,

Whereas, in fiscal year 2024, 15,109 reports of child abuse and neglect were made to the South Dakota
Department of Social Services Division of Child Protection Services in South Dakota; and,

Whereas, every child is unique and has dignity. They ought to feel seen, understood, and supported, and the
people of South Dakota ought to advocate for the safety and well-being of all children. They are our future; and,

Whereas, prevention is our strongest strategy to safeguard a hopeful future for our children and families; and,

Whereas, we must identify barriers to building and maintaining resilient families, then we must identify
pathways around those barriers to prevent child abuse and neglect; and,

Whereas, by overcoming these challenges, we can implement meaningful prevention strategies for families
facing difficulties. Strategies might include raising awareness, empowering communities to detect early signs of
abuse, providing families with access to resources like substance use disorder therapy and positive parenting
programs, and encouraging mentorship among families:

Now, Therefore, I, Larry Rhoden, Governor of the State of South Dakota, do hereby proclaim April 2025, as

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH

in South Dakota.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused
to be affixed the Great Seal of the State of South Dakota, in
Pierre, the Capital City, this Nineteenth Day of March in the
Year of Our Lord, Two Thousand and Twenty-Five.

Larry Rhoden, G
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