SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS

IN THE MATTER OF THE File # 300-2024
DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDING OF
CHELSEA OPPOLD, CSW-PIP

AGREED DISPOSITION

R . S

Chelsea Oppold, CSW-PIP (Licensee), by and through counsel, Robert A. Christenson,
and the Board of Social Work Examiners (Board), by and through counsel, Assistant Atlormey
General Stephen G, Gemar, hereby enter into this Agreed Disposition regarding the above-
entitled matters currently pending before the Board.

Chelsea Oppold, CSW-PIP is licensed to praclice as a Social Worker in Private or
Independent Practice in the State of South Dakota and holds license number 6122,

The Board received a complaint on May 14, 2024, alleging Licensee engaged in an
inappropriate relationship with 1J., who was married to Complainant in May 2021, The
complaint further alleges that licensee provided group counseling to .1 and Complainant in May
2021. While both Complainant and LJ. were enrolled in the group counseling program led by
Licensee, Complainant contends that Licensee began an inappropriate relationship with 1. in
May 2021, The substance of this complaint is contained in File # 300-2024. The factual
allegations contained in the complaint may constitute violations of SDXCL 36-26-32{6). The
factual allepations contained in the complaint may also constitute violations of National
Association of Sacial Workers Code of Ethies Rule 1.06, Conflicts of Interest.

The Board and Licensee agree it would be in the best interest of all concerned to resolve

the pending complaint without holding a formal contested case hearing pursuant to S1CI. chs. 1-




26 and 36-1C. This Agreed Disposition is intended to resolve all allegations contained within

the complaint. The intent of this Agreed Disposition is to provide for a disposition of the

licensing issues presenied by Licensee’s conduet, in a professional manner, without the necessity
24

of further hearings and proceedings herein, and to provide for a responsible resolution,

Based upon the above, it is hereby stipulated and agreed as follows:

—

5.

6.

The Board has jurisdiction over the person of the Licensee and the subject matter of
this Agreed Disposition.
The Board received a complaint alleging Licensee engaged in an inappropriate
relationship with J.1.
Licensce recognizes that the matters complained of are of a nature that could
constitute grounds for diseipline on Licensee’s license {o practice as a Social Worker
in the State of South Dakota under SDCI 36-26-33,
Licensce understands that Licensee may have a right to a contested case hearing
pursuant to SDCL 1-26 regarding the allegations in the pending complaint and that
such rights under SDCL 1-26 include, but are not limited to, the right to be
represented by counsel; the right to notice and a due process hearing at which
Licensee has the right to introduce evidence and testimony on her behalf, to call
witnesses and cross-examine any adverse witness; and the right to appeal the Board's
decision to a South Dakota Circuit Court and the South Dakota Supreme Court.
By entering into this Agreed Disposition with the Board, Licensee hereby knowingly
and voluntarily waives the above rights.
This Agreed Disposition is a public record of the Board and the State of South
Dakota, and it may be published and/or reported to the national data banks and all
other entities deemed necessary by the Board in compliance with state and federal
law. Licensee understands that the Board has reporting requirements and she consents
to the documents relating to this matter being provided to the required entities and to
state licensing authoritics upon request.
Licensee has been given the opportunity to discuss this Agreed Disposition with an
attorney of Licensee’s choice and is aware of the rights outlined above. Licensee
hereby voluntarily waives all such rights to a hearing. notice, appearance, or other
rights. Licensee is entering into this stipulation volumtarily and without duress or
compulsion.
Based upon the foregoing acknowledgements, the Board and Licensee hereby agree
that these matters shall be resolved according to the disciplinary procedures outlined
in SDCL 36-1C-6, by an Agreed Upon Disposition.
The Board requires, and Licensee agrees to the following:

i Licensee is hereby suspended from practicing as a Licensed Social Worker in

the State of South Dakota for a period of one month. The suspension period
commenced August 8, 2024, and will end on September 7, 2024, This




suspension will be considered served if this Agreed Disposition is adopted by
the Board at their next regular meeting,
it Licensee must complete one year of supervision at her own expense,
a. Licensee will provide to the Board, at a regularly scheduled meeting, the
names of three individuals willing to provide supervision. The Board will
make the {inal selection from the list of names provided by Licensee.
b. The supervisor must be able to assist Licensee with reinforcement of
professional social work skills and ethical decision-making skills. The
supervisor will be responsible for evaluating licensee’s skill level after J
implementation and provide a monthly written report to the Board. 9"5 ,zojz
¢. The one-year supervision period will commence after Licensce’s i r_ﬂ/ 0’6\
month suspension is completed. @1
ili Licensee will successfully complete a total of forty hours of Continuing,
Education Units in the field of Ethics and/or Dual Relationships. LEvidence of
completion, along with a curriculum overview, must be provided to the Bourd
during Licensee’s supervision period.
tv Licensee will be responsible for any and all costs associated with the
completion of this Agreed Disposition.
10. Failure to comply with the terms of this Agreed Disposition is grounds for further
disciplinary action and may allow the Board to institute or reinstitute formal
proceedings.

This Agreed Disposilion must be presented to, and agreed upon, by the full South Dakota
Board of Social Work Examiners. In the event the Board does not approve this Agreed
Disposition, any argument that the Board members considering this Agreed Disposition should
be disqualified from later rendering a decision in any subsequent contested case heaning

regarding the complaints herein is hereby waived.

[Remainder of page intentionally left blank. Acknowledgment and

signatures below.}




ACKNOWLEDGMENT
Chelsca Oppold, CSW-PIP, by her signature acknowledges she is aware of the subsiance
of the allegations made apainst her, she acknowledges that she has had an opportunity to consult
with legal counsel of her choice, and she states that she understands the terms of this Agreed

Disposition and knowingly, intelligently, and voluntarily enters into this Agreed Disposition.

% 'l“‘ pr——
Dated this day of (gfll‘i ., 2024,

Chelsea Oppold, CSW-PIP
Respondent and Licensee

Dated this day of %@ﬂd , 2024,

Robert A, Christenson
Attorney for Chelsea Oppold, CSW-PIP

btcphen Q. Gemar
Assistant Attormey General




ORDER

NOW THEREFORE, the South Dakota Board of Social Work Kxaminers having bheen
provided with the above Agreed Disposition entered into by Chelsea Oppold, CSW-PIP, and the
Board finding good cause for accepting the above Agreed Disposition; it is hercby

ORDERED, that the Board accepts the Agreed Disposition and upon completion of the
lermis of the agreement will close its file reparding the pending complaint proceedings without
further action, and without entry of findings in this matler beyond any specifically noted in the
Agreed Disposition,

W
Dated this 23X day of S0 (el €, 2024,

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS

B}': %’\\

Susan Komder, CSW-PI P, President




