
Infant Mortality
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Leading Causes of Infant 

Mortality in 2021

1. Congenital malformations, deformations and 

chromosomal abnormalities - 20

2. Disorders related to short gestation and low 

birth weight - 8

3. Accidental suffocation and strangulation in 

bed – 6

4. Sudden Infant Death Syndrome – 6

5. Newborn affected by maternal complications 

of pregnancy - 4

SD Vital Statistics, 2021



Infant Death Review, 2017-2021
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Infant Death Review, 2017-2021
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Infant Death Review, 2017-2021
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Surface sharing continues to be one of the top causes of infant mortality

Of the 97 sleep-related 
deaths, over half (69%) of 
infants were sharing a 
sleep surface with another 
adult and/or child when 
found

Infant Death Review, 2017-2021

55% of infants were bed 
sharing in an adult bed with 
another adult and/or child 
when found



Infant Death Review, 2017-2021
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Summary
• American Indian disparity
• Unsafe sleep environments and surface sharing



Questions?

Contact Information:
Isaac Snaza, MPH
Isaac.Snaza@state.sd.us

mailto:Isaac.Snaza@state.sd.us

