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February 9, 2026
Attention: South Dakota Medicaid School District and Birth to Three Providers
From: South Dakota Medicaid

Re: School District and Birth to Three Service Reminders

South Dakota Medicaid values the important work you do for children and families across our state.
To help you stay informed and avoid common billing issues, we’ve put together some reminders and
updates for School District and Birth to Three service providers.

Provider Enroliment and Maintenance

South Dakota Medicaid has a Provider Enroliment and Maintenance webpage complete with general
provider enrollment information, a provider enroliment portal user guide, and provider enroliment
portal training videos. Any questions you have regarding provider enrollment should be directed to
SDMedicaidPE@state.sd.us or 866.718.0084.

Monthly Verification of Medicaid Eligibility

Medicaid eligibility changes for recipients periodically. To prevent claim denials, providers should
verify each Medicaid recipient’s eligibility monthly to avoid claim denial due to ineligibility. A
recipient’s eligibility can be verified in the Medicaid portal. Refer to the Eligibility Inquiry Training for
instructions on verifying eligibility.

Children Transitioning from the Primary Care Provider Program

Most Medicaid recipients participate in the Primary Care Provider (PCP) program and require a PCP
referral for school district or Birth to Three services. Children who are eligible for Medicaid as a foster
care, former foster care, or subsidized adoption programs are not required to participate in the PCP
program. If a child enters into foster care or adoptive placement and no longer participates in the
PCP program, the existing PCP referral is sufficient until a new referral can be obtained. The new
referral may come from any individual physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner. Refer to
the Referrals manual for additional information.

The Department of Social Services does not exclude, deny benefits to, or otherwise discriminate against any person on the basis of actual or perceived race,
color, religion, national origin, sex, age, sexual orientation or disability in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in its programs, activities, or
services. For more information about this policy or to file a Discrimination Complaint you may contact: Discrimination Coordinator, Director of DSS Division of

Legal Services, 700 Governor’s Drive, Pierre SD 57501, 605-773-3305.
ATENCION: si habla espaiol, tiene a su disposicion servicios gratuitos de asistencia linglistica. Llame al 1-800-305-9673 (TTY: 711).
ACHTUNG: Wenn Sie Deutsch sprechen, stehen lhnen kostenlos sprachliche Hilfsdienstleistungen zur Verfigung. Rufnummer: 1-800-305-9673 (TTY: 711).


https://dss.sd.gov/medicaid/providers/enrollment/enrollment.aspx#:~:text=Provider%20Enrollment%20(PE)%20Portal%20User%20Guide%20and%20Training%20Videos
mailto:SDMedicaidPE@state.sd.us
https://dss.sd.gov/medicaid/portal.aspx
https://dss.sd.gov/docs/medicaid/portal/eligibility_inquiry.pdf
https://dss.sd.gov/docs/medicaid/providers/billingmanuals/General/Referrals.pdf
http://www.dss.sd.gov/

Therapy Assistant Services

School district and Birth to Three providers may submit claims for speech, occupational, and physical
therapy assistant services. Services provided by an assistant are required to be billed by the
supervising therapist using the “HM” modifier for an SLPA, the “CO” modifier for an OTA, and “CQ”
modifier for a PTA. Modifiers must follow the procedure code in box 24D on the CMS 1500 claim
form. The supervising therapist's NPI must be listed in box 24J of the CMS 1500 claim form. South
Dakota Medicaid recommends that the supervising therapist review and sign documentation for
submitted claims.

Non-IEP/IFSP Services (information applies to school districts only)

As a reminder, on October 1, 2025, South Dakota Medicaid began requiring school districts to apply
the TM modifier to all claims in which the services provided to the student were authorized through a
non-lEP or non-IFSP plan of care, like a 504 plan. All services authorized through an IEP or an IFSP
should not list the TM modifier on the claim. View the full list of South Dakota Authorized Modifiers
here.

School Based Medicaid Resources (information applies to school districts only)

As previously announced, South Dakota Medicaid has created a School Based Medicaid Program
webpage to provide resources specific to school district providers. School Based Medicaid Program
Calendars for Federal Fiscal Year 2026 and 2027 were recently added to the webpage to outline
existing program deadlines and the timing of upcoming changes to the program, as shown in the
snip below.

Federal Fiscal Year 2026

(Oct. 1, 2025 - Sept. 30, 2026)
School Based Medicaid Program Calendar

Major Changes in Fiscal Year 2026:

1. Removal of Non-Sampled Staff from MAC - Effective 10/1/25

2. Modifier TM required on claims for services authorized through a 504 plan or non-IEP/IFSP plan of care - Effective 10/1/25
3. Updated Job Positions - Effective 10/1/25

4. Replacement of Summer/Average Quarter - Effective 7/1/26

10/01/2025 1/01/2026 4/01/2026 7/01/2026 10/01/2026

RMTS: Update current year’s last day of school date RMTS: Submit annual calendar and last
and add next year’s first day of school date day of school dates
Due on 2/20/2026 Due on 8/21/2026
Direct Services: Submit 2026-2027 direct
service rate sheets to DSS
Due on 7/31/2026

Sincerely,

South Dakota Medicaid


https://dss.sd.gov/docs/medicaid/modifiers.pdf
https://dss.sd.gov/medicaid/providers/schoolbased.aspx
https://dss.sd.gov/medicaid/providers/schoolbased.aspx
https://dss.sd.gov/docs/medicaid/providers/school_based/FFY26.pdf
https://dss.sd.gov/docs/medicaid/providers/school_based/FFY27.pdf

