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September 22, 2021
Attention:

South Dakota Medicaid Providers

From:

Primary Care Providers

RE:

Primary Care Providers and Oral Health

Primary care providers play an important role in Medicaid recipients’ oral health. The US Preventive
Services Task Force recommends primary care clinicians apply fluoride varnish to the teeth of all
infants and children starting at the age of primary tooth eruption through age 5. In addition, both the
American Academy of Pediatrics and the American Academy of Family Physicians recommend
primary care providers apply fluoride varnish.
Well-child visits present a valuable opportunity to assess a child’s oral health status, deliver
preventive services, educate parents and caregivers on proper oral health practices, and
recommend recipients make an appointment for a dental check-up.
Medicaid Coverage of Fluoride Varnish
South Dakota Medicaid covers fluoride varnish in a clinic setting up to 3 times per year for children
under age 6. The service must be billed using CPT code 99188. The services should be billed at the
provider’s usual and customary rate. The maximum allowable reimbursement is $24.31 per
application.
Free Fluoride Varnish Training
To engage primary care providers in helping prevent dental caries, the Delta Dental Partners for
Prevention Program offers training and support tools for clinicians and staff on how to deliver
preventive oral health services.
A free, one-hour lunch and learn training based on evidence-based research provides:
•
Tips on providing risk assessments and oral health anticipatory guidance.
•
Hands on practice in applying fluoride varnish.
•
Free starter kit of fluoride varnish.
Clinics interested in signing-up for this free training should contact Cori Jacobson at
Cori.Jacobson@deltadentalsd.com.
Sincerely,
South Dakota Medicaid
The Department of Social Services does not exclude, deny benefits to, or otherwise discriminate against any person on the basis of actual or perceived race,
color, religion, national origin, sex, age, sexual orientation or disability in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in its programs, activities, or
services. For more information about this policy or to file a Discrimination Complaint you may contact: Discrimination Coordinator, Director of DSS Division of
Legal Services, 700 Governor’s Drive, Pierre SD 57501, 605-773-3305.
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-800-305-9673 (TTY: 711).
ACHTUNG: Wenn Sie Deutsch sprechen, stehen Ihnen kostenlos sprachliche Hilfsdienstleistungen zur Verfügung. Rufnummer: 1-800-305-9673 (TTY: 711).

